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Rule of Law - Slovakia and Beyond
International Symposium

Date and time: 10 November 2025, 9.30-13.05
Location: Comenius University in Bratislava, Faculty of Arts, Scientific Council Meeting Room (G239)

9.30 Opening
o Maridn Zouhar— Dean of the Faculty of Arts and Professor at the Department of Logic and
Methodology of Sciences of Comenius University in Bratislava

9.35 Narratives and Defenders of the Rule of Law

How do societies in Central and Eastern Europe talk about the rule of law—and who stands up for it when it is
under pressure?

Speakers:
0 Beata Balogova — journalist, former Editor-in-Chief of daily SME
0 Katarina Batkova — Executive Director at VIA IURIS
. Radim Dvordk — Acting Head of European Commission’s Representation in Bratislava
. Jan Némec — Research Fellow at the Institute of Political Science of the Faculty of Social Sciences and

Philosophy of Leipzig University (introductory contribution on ‘Narrating the Rule of Law: Patterns in
East Central European Parliaments’)

11.05 Coffee Break

11.35 Societal Depolarization and Vision-Building for the Rule of Law

What are the ways to reduce pernicious polarization over the meaning and implications of the rule of law in
fragile democracies, and to focus on building a consensual vision for the future of a democratic society
encompassing the rule of law?

Speakers:
o Nora Chronowski — Research Professor of the Institute for Legal Studies at the ELTE Centre for Social
Sciences (intervention)
o Zoltan Fleck — Professor at the Center for Theory of Law and Society, ELTE Law School (intervention)
. Maciej Kisilowski — Associate Professor of Law and Strategy at Central European University,
Department of Legal Studies and Faculty Director, CEU Executive MBA
. Darina Malova — Professor at the Department of Political Science of the Faculty of Arts of Comenius
University in Bratislava
. Chair: Max Steuer — Principal Investigator at the Department of Political Science of the Faculty of Arts
of Comenius University in Bratislava and Schumann Fellow at the Faculty of Law of the University of
Mdnster
13.05 Closing

The event will be held in English without translation. Photos and recording may be taken at the event.
Projects:
e [lliberalism and the Constitution of the Slovak Republic (https://fohil.uniba.sk/en/illiberalismsk)
e Rule of Law in Central and Eastern Europe (https://recentglobe.uni-

leipzig.de/forschung/forschungsprojekte/rechtsstaatlichkeit-in-ostmitteleuropa)
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