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Contemporary scholarship demonstrates that death and funerary practices are not merely biological endpoints or ritual formalities but culturally embedded processes that reflect social organization, religious cosmologies, political power, memory regimes, media transformations, and global inequalities. Across social sciences and humanities, exploration of cultural representations of death and related practices appear as a growing field of research. Recently, a renewed anthropology of death situates funerary practices within global modernities and shifting cosmologies. Sociological analyses investigate how funeral rituals construct community, regulate grief, and negotiate public/private boundaries. Historical and comparative studies consider burial, mourning, and memorialization in changing societies. At the same time, many scholars pay attention to media and digital afterlives. The prepared issue of Ethnologia Slovaca et Slavica aims to contribute to this vibrant and expanding body of research, addressing death and funeral practices as culturally situated phenomena, embedded in symbolic systems, historical transformations, and social structures. The editors invite analytic, theoretical or synthetic articles, research reports, essays and discussions in the fields of ethnology, social and cultural anthropology and related scholarly disciplines, focused especially (not, however, exclusively) on the following issues: 
· Analyses of funerary rites and mourning practices
· Death rituals and constructions of the afterlife
· Ritual change in secular or pluralistic societies
· Diasporic or minority funerary traditions
· State regulation of burial and cremation
· Public funerals and political spectacle
· Martyrdom, collective trauma, and memorial cultures
· Violence, war, and contested burial practices
· The funeral industry and commodification of mourning
· Legal frameworks (e.g., funeral regulation, consumer protection)
· Globalization of burial and cremation practices
· Mediated mourning (televised funerals, online memorials)
· Social media and digital commemoration
· Virtual ritual spaces
· AI, digital remains, and posthumous identity
· Transformations of death practices across time
· Archival, archaeological, or biohistorical approaches
We particularly encourage submissions that combine empirical case studies with theoretical reflection; explore the intersection of death with gender, race, class, migration, or religion; and reflect on ethical, political, and methodological challenges in researching death.
Submission guidelines: please follow the guidelines for submissions as given on the website of Ethnologia Slovaca et Slavica, https://fphil.uniba.sk/en/departments-and-research-centres/department-of-archaeology-and-cultural-anthropology/sekcia-etnologie-a-kulturnej-antropologie/ethnologia-slovaca-et-slavica/ 
Please send your abstract as an e-mail attachment to the editors, at etnologia.slovaca@gmail.com until 31 March 2026. 
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